

College of Social and Behavioral Sciences
Arts and Sciences

Assignment Rubrics


Course:	PS504 Advanced Research Methods


A description of all Assignments/Projects to be completed can be found under each of the units in the course. Rubrics for all assignments/projects can be found below.

Unit 2 Assignment Rubrics
[bookmark: _GoBack] 
	Grading Criteria Unit 2 Assignment
	% - Points
	120

	Course Content
	 
	 

	Provides a minimum of three and no more than five different research reports on a relevant topic of interest in the field of psychology. Ensures that sources are current (within the last 5 years).
	0-5
	 

	Immediately after each full text citation, provides the following details:
a.    A brief description of the research questions and hypotheses
b.    The method and any criticisms
c.    A summary of the results
d.    The conclusions and any concerns that the student may have regarding the paper
	0-35
	 

	Immediately after each full text citation, provides the following details:
a.    a critical analysis of the quality and credibility of the study and author(s)
b.    how this study connects to or contrasts with other studies on this subject
c.    An explanation of how this study will shed new light on the topic of the student’s research proposal
	0-35
	 

	Describe how the process of putting together an annotated bibliography helps researchers to develop quality research questions and hypotheses.
	0-25
	 

	Writing
	 
	 

	Style and Mechanics: Clear and logical
organization; paragraphs and sentences are well
developed. Uses correct grammar, spelling, and
punctuation. Meets length requirements (4-5 pages). 
	0-10
	 

	APA Style: Formatted correctly using APA style.
Provides references to support conclusions.
Paraphrased correctly and accurately; direct
quotes used minimally.
	0-10
	 

	Total
	120
	 

	An explanation of the points earned, as well as where the assignment could be strengthened will be included with your grade.
	 
	 


 
 
Unit 4 Assignment Rubrics
 
	
Grading Criteria Unit 4 Assignment
	% - Points
	125

	Course Content
	 
	 

	Assignment opens with background material ensuring that the reader understands the topic of the research.
	0-15
	 

	Assignment includes a review of the literature, where the results of prior studies are synthesized, and indicating how the proposed research fits within the body of research on this subject.
	0-30
	 

	Student describes each of the following within the Introduction section of the paper:
a.    a statement of the research problem and why it is important
b.    A statement of the purpose of the research and a brief description of the proposed research
c.    The hypothesis (there can be more than one) including the variables that will be used to assess the hypothesis, and why the hypothesis is believed to be true
d.    A brief description of how the hypothesis and the research design relates to the problem statement 
	0-50
	 

	Writing
	 
	 

	Style and Mechanics: Clear and logical
organization; paragraphs and sentences are well
developed. Uses correct grammar, spelling, and
punctuation. Meets length requirements (5–8 pages). 
	0-15
	 

	APA Style: Formatted correctly using APA style.
Provides references to support conclusions.
Paraphrased correctly and accurately; direct
quotes used minimally.
	0-15
	 

	Total
	125
	 

	An explanation of the points earned, as well as where the assignment could be strengthened will be included with your grade.
	 
	 


 

Unit 7 Assignment Rubrics
  
	
Grading Criteria Unit 7 Assignment
	% - Points
	125

	Course Content
	 
	 

	Student describes each of the following within the correctly formatted method section of the project (in this order):
a.    Participants or Subjects – include sampling plan here (0-15 points)
b.    Apparatus – any equipment, questionnaires or other materials that will be needed (0-15 points)
c.    Procedure – sufficient details to ensure the possibility of replication. The research method should be clearly identified. For example: quantitative, between-subjects, matched-groups design.  (0-35 points)
d.    Measures – describes all independent and dependent measures here, and how the reliability and validity of the measures will be assessed. (0-15 points)
e.    Ethical considerations – indicates that the subjects will be treated in accordance with APA ethical guidelines, outlining applicable ethical standards and the steps that will be taken to ensure adherence to the standards. ABA students should also include any relevant information from the BACB guidelines for responsible conduct and disciplinary standards documents (0-20 points)
	0-100
	 

	Writing
	 
	 

	Style and Mechanics: Clear and logical
organization; paragraphs and sentences are well
developed. Uses correct grammar, spelling, and
punctuation. Meets length requirements (5–8 pages). 
	0-10
	 

	APA Style: Formatted correctly using APA style.
Provides references to support conclusions.
Paraphrased correctly and accurately; direct
quotes used minimally.
	0-15
	 

	Total
	125
	 

	An explanation of the points earned, as well as where the assignment could be strengthened will be included with your grade.
	 
	 


 
Unit 8 Assignment Rubrics
  
	
Grading Criteria Unit 8 Assignment
	% - Points
	60

	Course Content
	 
	 

	Clear introduction of thesis and purpose of presentation (including introductory script)
 
	5
	 

	Clear description of the case/research, the ethical lapse, and the resolution of the issue (including script)
 
	20
	 

	Conclusion reviewing main points and summarizing (including script)
 
	5
	 

	Writing
	 
	 

	Style and Mechanics: Clear and logical
organization; sentences are well
developed. Uses correct grammar, spelling, and
punctuation. Meets length requirements (15 slides or more, not including title or references). 
	5
	 

	APA Style: References formatted correctly using APA style.
Provides a minimum of four academic or scholarly references to support conclusions.
Paraphrased correctly and accurately; direct
quotes used minimally.
	5
	 

	Appearance: 20 word per slide limit, aesthetically formatted
 
	5
	 

	Team
	 
	 

	Team Participation:
Points awarded for participation, based upon peer-evaluations and participation
	15
	 

	Total
	60
	 

	An explanation of the points earned, as well as where the assignment could be strengthened will be included with your grade.
	 
	 


 
Unit 9 Assignment Rubrics
 
	
Grading Criteria Unit 9 Final Project
	% - Points
	120

	Course Content
	 
	 

	Student includes all necessary components for the abstract including: problem statement, methods and procedures, subjects and sampling plan.
	0-30
	 

	Introduction section: Revised per feedback from the Unit 4 Assignment.
Up to 15 points can be earned for correcting problems explicitly identified by the instructor in the Unit 4 Assignment’s feedback.
Up to 15 points can be earned for addressing similar problems not explicitly marked by the instructor and making other revisions independently.
	0-30
	 

	Method section: Revised per feedback from the Unit 7 Assignment.
Up to 15 points can be earned for correcting problems explicitly identified by the instructor in the Unit 7 Assignment’s feedback.
Up to 15 points can be earned for addressing similar problems not explicitly marked by the instructor and making other revisions independently.
	0-30
	 

	Writing
	 
	 

	Style and Mechanics: Clear and logical
organization; paragraphs and sentences are well
developed. Uses correct grammar, spelling, and
punctuation. Meets length requirements (10 – 15 pages not including title, abstract, or reference pages). 
	0-15
	 

	APA Style: Formatted correctly using APA style.
Provides references to support conclusions.
Paraphrased correctly and accurately; direct
quotes used minimally.
	0-15
	 

	Total
	120
	 

	An explanation of the points earned, as well as where the assignment could be strengthened will be included with your grade.
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